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not what I'm getting to. We have pictures
of your travel pool on Air Force One look-
ing in horror at this little flat screen which
was back in the plane, seeing the second
tower collapse.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Kleber. 1 wondered what was going
on at about that time in the front of the
plane?

The President. Well, thanks for asking.
First of all, I learned about the attack—
the second attack; I knew about the first
attack when I walked into a schoolroom.
I thought it was an accident. And I'm lis-
tening to an education briefing, and Andy
Card, my Chief of Staff, whispered in my
ear. He said, “America’s under attack.
There’s been a second plane crash. America
is under attack.” I made up my mind right
then and there that if somebody was attack-
ing us, we would respond with the full
might of America.

Mr. Kleber. But there was little you
could do at that moment, in that plane.

The President. At that moment, no, there
wasn’t. You're right. I mean, I was trying
to get out of harm’s way. We were con-
cerned about threats on the President. We
were worried about future attacks, and
there’s a lot of belief that Flight 93 was
headed to the White House.

I was concerned about things like, is my
wife safe? You know, I was worried about
that. I was worried about things such as
my parents. I was worried about my girls.

And that’s what I was concerned—I was
worried about Americans who were griev-
ing.

But at the same time, you need to know
about me that I was also thinking clearly
about how to respond. If America is under
attack, my job as the President is to protect
the homeland, to find out the facts, and
to deal with it in a firm way.

I want to thank the German people and
the German Government, not only for their
sympathy but for understanding the new
war of the 21st century. And we have a
new war, and we’d better deal with it, be-
cause this is an evil group of people that
are interested in destroying civilization. And
so long as I'm the President, I'm going
to do everything I can to prevent that from
happening.

Mr. Kleber. Your people give me the sig-
nal to stop. I would love to keep going.

The President. Well, I'm sorry we can'’t,
but maybe some other time.

M. Kleber. Have a safe trip.

The President. Thank you.

Mr. Kleber. Take care. Bless you.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:12 p.m.
in the Map Room at the White House for
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President
referred to Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.
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Terrorist Alerts

Mr. Borrelli. Mr. President, raising the
alarm about the possibility of new terrorist
attack without being specific is a way of
crying wolf, which can frighten people. Can
Americans stop the suicide bombers?

The President. Yes, it’s a very interesting
question. Well, first of all, the Vice
President and the Director of the FBI was
expressing a general threat—they’re basi-
cally saying—with which I agree—that the
Al Qaida still exists; they still hate America
and any other country which loves freedom;

831



May 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

and they want to hurt us. Theyre nothing
but a bunch of coldblooded killers.

And if we had a specific threat to our-
selves or to Italy, for that matter, we would
deal with it in a way that you probably
wouldn’t know about. In other words, we’d
be on the phone to the Italian authorities,
sharing information to protect our—just so
that they would help our friends protect
themselves. Had we had a specific threat
here in America, we would have used our
assets to harden the threat. But no, it’s
a real problem.

The best way to secure our homeland,
the best way for Italy to be secure, and
other countries, is to find these killers, is
to hunt for them, is to chase them down.
And that's what were going to do. And
the good news is, for those of us who love
freedom, and the bad news is, for the
enemy, this country is very patient and very
united and going to be very deliberate in
our pursuit of freedom.

Europe-U.S. Relationship

Mr. Borrelli. The U.S. and Europe are
divided on important issues, as the next
step in the war on terrorism and steel
trade. Do you think you have to change
something in your leadership to be more
convincing with European countries? Or do
they have to modify their policy?

The President. Well, T don’t think either
of us have to change because we share
great values. See, we love freedom. We
hate those who want to kill. That’s the com-
mon ground, and that’s very important, and
that’s the high ground.

And you bring up interesting issues, you
know. You bring up the issue of steel. We
trade—first of all, we have trade disputes
because there is so much trade. If we had
no trade, there would be no disputes. And
we've got $2 trillion worth of trade, which
is a significant amount of trade. Obviously,
I was concerned about what imports were
doing to our industry. And under the rules
of the WTO, under the guidelines that
we've all agreed to, I acted. I am confident
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and hope that our European trading part-
ners will also respond within the guidelines
of the WTO. And that’s the way you settle
disputes. A trade dispute is hardly a breach
of an important relationship. It is a way
to work through a difficult situations.

And as far as the axis of evil, you know,
I understand there are some that would
hope that the threat would go away just
on its own, but were going to have to
act. I will, of course, consult with our
friends. I'm deliberate in my thinking. I
have no set plans right now. But I am
serious about making it clear to countries
around the world that we need to work
together to rid the world of the threat.
And the threat is a nontransparent dic-
tator—dictatorship having a weapons of
mass destruction to be used countries such
as yours and mine. And that’s a threat that
we must deal with if we want to do our
duty to history.

Situation in the Middle East

Mr. Borrelli. How can America and Eu-
rope improve their efforts to make peace
in the Middle East?

The President. Yes, that's a great ques-
tion. We are working together well, I be-
lieve. I was very pleased with—and the
Secretary of State is the one who keeps
me abreast of the levels of cooperation.
During the recent issues in the Middle
East, the EU and our country worked very
closely to try to lay out the foundations
and a pathway to peace.

I gave a speech right here in the Rose
Garden on April the 4th that said parties
have responsibilities: Israelis have got re-
sponsibilities if theyre interested in peace;
the Arab world has responsibilities; as do
the Palestinians. I've talked about a vision
of two states living side by side, at peace
with respect to each other. The Europeans
agree with that position, so we’re on the
same—we share the same vision. And I
believe that the Europeans also agree that
there will never be peace so long as terror-
ists continue to kill and that we've all got
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to use our collective efforts to stop the
terrorist attacks.

We definitely agree that we've got to
provide hope for the Palestinian people.
There’s a lot of people who've been suf-
fering for a long period of time. We need
an economic development package that will
help the Palestinians realize a hopeful fu-
ture. But we cannot do so until there is
the institutions of a credible state in place.
In other words, we’re not going to give
money if it ends up going into somebody’s
pockets and not to help the people we're
trying to help.

So we've got the framework. We've got
the vision for peace and the framework for
getting there, and now we've just got to
continue working together to achieve it. It
is a difficult subject. People have been kill-
ing each other there for a long period of
time. But once there is the collective vision
for peace—and I think we’re building that
collective vision—and once people under-
stand their responsibilities—and we’re now
laying out the responsibilities—we have an
opportunity to move toward that vision of
peace, and that’s exactly what we’re doing.

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy

Mr. Borrelli. Last time I came here I
asked you if you received an invitation to
have dinner with Mr. Chirac or Mr.
Berlusconi, which one would you accept?
You answered, you like Italian food. Do
you still enjoy Italian cuisine made by
Berlusconi?

The President. 1 love Italian cuisine. And
I'm very close to the Prime Minister. He

is a—he is a good man; he’s easy to be
around because he is a good listener and
a good talker. And I like his judgment,
and I like his friendship.

President’s Upcoming Meeting With Pope
John Paul 11

Mr. Borrelli. When you go to Rome, you
meet the Pope.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Borrelli. One of his desires is to
visit Ground Zero in New York. Will he
be visiting soon?

The President. 1T hope so, but that’s up
for the Pope to make that decision. He
is a—I had the honor of visiting the Holy
Father the last time I was—the visit in
beautiful Rome. And actually, it was outside
of Rome; we went to the summer—the
summer palace overlooking the spectacular
lake. And you know, he’s getting older, and
whether or not he’s able to travel to
Ground Zero will be up to—up for the
Holy Father to decide. But I just want
you to know I'm looking forward to that
visit. It is a great honor to be in his pres-
ence. He’s a great man.

Mr. Borrelli. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:33 p.m.
in the Map Room at the White House for
later broadcast. Mr. Borrelli referred to
President Jacques Chirac of France. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Remarks Honoring NCAA Champion Teams

May 21, 2002

The President. Welcome. Please be seat-
ed. It's a beautiful day to welcome a bunch
of champs to the White House. I want to

welcome you all; T want to welcome the
teams. Thanks for coming.

Thank you, Senators, for being here. I
see Senator Dodd, Dayton. I—Senator
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